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An Investigation of Lineage Organizations Found in the Kume System in

Ryukyu (Okinawa)

Lu, Chinghua
Department of Tourism, Tung Fang Institute of Technology ; PhD student, Department of Ethnology, National Chengchi University

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explore the population of the Kume Village, and its distribution in
Ryukyu (Okinawa) by investigating the lineage organizations.  The results are as follows:1) there are
only three lineage organizations, Gen Uji Wagakai ([ %% 3 ) | Mao Uji Kouteikai (=° "% [ﬁSﬂ]’ﬁL{
Fﬁ ), and Ryo Uji Gokokai (Yiéfi%ijﬁ ), and they are equipped with an office for having regular
meetings; 2) Each organization has approximately 300-400 households and 1200-1400 members,
mainly distributed in Okinawa county; 3) A sacrificial offering, reverence for elders, providing a prize
for the best students, and compiling and printing the genealogy are the affairs held in the regular
organizational meetings.

Keywords: lineage organization in Okinawa, Kume system, distributio
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